
 
 
 

How God builds you while you are building your ministry 
By Rick Warren 

Did you know that God uses a very predictable process to build your character? I call this 
process the "Six Phases of Faith." If you don’t understand this process, you’ll get 
discouraged when problems arise. You’ll wonder, "Why is this happening to me?"   

But if you understand and cooperate with what God is doing in your ministry, your faith - 
like a muscle that is stretched - will develop great strength. 

Phase 1: A dream 

God gives you a dream – an idea, goal, or ambition. Every great accomplishment first 
begins as a God-given dream in someone’s mind. "God is able to do far more than we 
would ever dare to ask or even dream of - infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires, 
thoughts, or hopes.” (Eph. 3:20 LB) 

Phase 2: A decision 

A dream is worthless until you decide to do something about it. For every 10 dreamers, 
there’s only one decision-maker. This is the moment of truth where you decide to invest 
your time, money, energy, and reputation and to let go of security. If you want to walk on 
water - you must get out of the boat! "You must believe and not doubt … a double-
minded man is unstable in all he does.” (James 1:6, 8 GN) 

Phase 3: A delay 

There is always a time lapse before your dream becomes reality. God uses this waiting 
period to teach us to trust him. Remember, a delay is not a denial. Maturity is 
understanding the difference between "no” and "not yet.” God says, “These things I plan 
won’t happen right away. Slowly, steadily, surely, the time approaches when the vision 
will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, do not despair, for these things will surely come to pass. 
Just be patient! They will not be overdue a single day!” (Hab. 2:3 LB) 

Phase 4: A difficulty 

Now the problems start popping up. The two most common types: critics and 
circumstances. Don’t worry. It’s all a part of God’s plan. “At the present you may be 
temporarily harassed by all kinds of trials. This is no accident – it happens to prove your 
faith, which is infinitely more valuable than gold.” (1 Peter 1:6-7 Ph) 

Phase 5: A dead end! 

Your situation will deteriorate from difficult to impossible. You are backed into a corner, 
you reach the end of your rope; it looks hopeless. Congratulations! You are on the edge 
of a miracle. Trust God. “At that time we were completely overwhelmed … in fact we told 
ourselves that this was the end. Yet we now believe we had this sense of impending 
disaster so that we might learn to trust, not in ourselves but in God who can raise the 
dead.”  (2 Cor. 1:8-9 Ph) 

Phase 6: A deliverance 

God provides a supernatural answer. Miraculously, things fall into place! God loves to 
turn crucifixions into resurrections so you can see his greatness. “I expect the Lord to 
deliver me once again so I will see his goodness to me ….” (Ps. 27:13) 

 

 
 
The Place Where Concave and Convex Unite. 
By Rev. Sun Myung Moon 

The land of settlement, where the ideal of God’s love can be perfected, 
begins from the place where concave and convex unite and a relationship of the 
first love is established after marriage. The first love relationship of man and 
woman represents the place of perfection of the object partner of God. This 
is the core of the universe. When this moves, the entire universe goes back 
and forth in harmony. It is the base for the Kingdom of Heaven on earth and 
in spirit world.  

Where is the original place through which not only man and woman, but 
also God Himself can be perfected? Where can you perfect the love of God 
and man and woman? Where is the central place of settlement? This is the 
question. If you don’t know the answer to this question, you cannot expand and 
extend the heavenly kingdom of the ideal of love on earth. Is that place of 
settlement the eyes, nose, hands, or feet? Where is it? It is the sexual organs.  
(261-167, 1994.6.9)  

God’s wedding is Adam and Eve’s wedding. Consequently, the Kingdom of 
Heaven on earth and the Kingdom of Heaven in the spirit world are created at 
the same time. They begin from the love nest. The moment a man and woman 
unite through their sexual organs without committing the Fall is the origin 
of the Kingdom of Heaven on earth and in the spirit world. That place is the 
base upon which the three great kingships should be established. The love nest 
can be built in no other place. (263- 57, 1994.8.16)  

When the two bodies become one, they revolve as God does and form a four-
position foundation of love, the expression of the ideal world of love. Only 
true love dwells there and false love cannot invade. When man and woman 
become blessed by God and achieve perfection, God comes to them freely. 
When they form a four-position foundation of love, they will come to love each 
other’s mind through each other’s body, and when they come to love the mind 
their body will follow. (Blessed Family - 344)   Pages 464-465. 

The sexual organs are the palace of love, the palace in which eternal life is 
born, the palace that inherits the future descendants and lineage which will 
succeed to the eternally unchanging traditions of heaven. It is the palace of 
true life, true love and true lineage. It is the most precious place of all. You 
cannot do anything you like with it. You cannot use it without permission from 
God. It is a place that cannot be touched by anyone other than your husband or 
wife, who has gained the approval of God and the universe. (216-207, 
1991.3.31) 
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3 Things You Should 
Never Do For Your Kids 
By Kim Droze 
As parents, we only want the best for 
our children. But sometimes our 
judgment is clouded, and our actions 
can actually impede our kids' progress. 
By nature, we want to see our children 
succeed, even if it means giving them a 
gentle nudge. Unfortunately for some 
parents, that nudge often turns into a 
huge push, and before we know it, 
we're actually doing things for our 
children that they should be doing for 
themselves. Your intentions may be 
good, but the end results are not. 

You've essentially become the dreaded 
“helicopter parent”, a mom or dad who 
gives eagle-eye attention to every 
aspect of the child's life. From report 
cards to recreational activities, you're 
the gatekeeper of your child's affairs. 
You exact precise oversight in 
everything he does do in order to 
ensure that there is nothing holding him 
back. 

The term "helicopter parent" was 
actually coined in the 1990 self-help 
guide Parenting with Love and Logic: 
Teaching Children Responsibility. It's 
frequently used to describe those 
parents who sweep in to rescue their 
children from the perils of higher 
education. For some, it's hard to believe 
that parents would actually appeal to a 
college professor on behalf of their 
young adult offspring, but it shouldn't 
come as much of a surprise. 

While it might seem like we are doing 
our children a favor at the time, that 
couldn't be further from the truth. What 
we're essentially creating are children 
who are reliant on us for everything. 

Researchers are seeing this 
phenomenon of "parental hovering" 
(aka micro-managing, over parenting or 
helicoptering) as a dangerous trend 
when it comes to how our kids turn out. 
The long and the short is: If we keep 
the hovering we'll rob our kids of an 
essential trait for L.I.F.E. called self-
reliance!" 

It's never too early to teach your 
children to be independent. You want 
your children to be able to stand on 
their own two feet so they can make the 
transition from impressionable children 
to responsible adults. 

Here are three things you should never 
do for your children: 

1. Don’t do homework - How many 
times have you watched parents do 
their children's homework for them? 
One minute you're shaking your head in 
disgust and the next minute you're 
holding a #2 pencil in your hand writing 
an essay on the French revolution. 
Face it. It's easy to get sucked in by 
your child. 

If he is genuinely confused about the 
subject at hand, take a moment to look 
over the questions. Ask your child what 
he thinks the questions mean. If 
possible, show examples of how to 
solve the problem. Avoid doing the 
actual problem for your child. Once you 
feel like he has a grasp on the subject 
matter, send him back to his desk to 
finish the work. 

Do not sit over him while he is doing his 
homework, as he will be inclined to ask 
for further assistance repeatedly. After 
all of the work is completed, glance 
over the assignment for any glaring 
errors. When you find mistakes, have 
your child redo the problems until they 
are correct. While it's fine to show 
examples, brainstorm and encourage, 

do not -- and we repeat -- do not do the 
work for him.  

Doing reports, projects and homework 
independently will actually increase 
your child's self-confidence and self 
esteem. Nothing compares to the sense 
of accomplishment your child will have 
knowing that he earned that "A" on his 
own. 

2. Don’t speak for them - It's far too 
easy to put words in your child's mouth. 
Children are works in progress. As they 
get older, they come into their own. 

However, being a child can often be 
intimidating. Children are often insecure 
and, at times, unable to properly 
express themselves. In many cases, he 
may expect you to be his 
spokesperson. Whether it's asking a 
neighborhood child to play or 
requesting a cup of water at a 
restaurant, always encourage your child 
to use his voice. 

It might be just as easy for you to do 
your child's bidding, but how will he 
ever gain self- confidence if he never 
has to speak for himself? Keep this 
important rule of thumb in mind when 
you are also among a group of people. 
When your child is asked a question, it 
might be instinctive to respond for him. 
Don't. Give your child a chance to 
speak for himself. Over time, you will 
notice him becoming more and more 
confident in the way he expresses 
himself. Remember, practice makes 
perfect. 

3. Don’t choose their friends - This 
one is a real doozy. It's only natural to 
want to pick your child's friends - 
whether it's the sweet little boy from 
Sunday school or that adorable girl from 
the playground. In your mind, you think 
you know what - and who - is best for 
your child. And you probably do. But 
this is one of those lessons your child 

needs to learn on his own. While you 
will probably be responsible for 
fostering many of their friendships 
through play dates in the early years, 
your child will be more and more 
inclined to choose his own pals as he 
gets older. This is one of those cases 
when you should go with the flow. 

Just because you might be friends with 
someone doesn't necessarily mean 
your child will be friends with that 
person's child. First and foremost, don't 
force it. Your child will only resent you 
in the end if you make him spend time 
with someone he doesn't particularly 
care for. There's nothing wrong with 
introducing him to new faces. However, 
let him take the lead when it comes to 
building lasting friendships. 

At the same time, you still have a 
responsibility to ensure that your child is 
playing with kids who have similar 
values. In other words, you probably 
want to prevent your children from 
hanging out with kids who swear, steal, 
misbehave and have other habits you 
don't want your own child picking up. 
Always be aware of who your child is 
hanging around. 

At the end of the day, what you don't do 
for your children is every bit as 
important as what you do. Sometimes a 
more hands-off approach actually will 
benefit your child. 
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